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ROBER T 
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GO LEITRIM of the Kingdom of Ireland: 


My Lend, 
Wang pre · eminence of Nobility i is at- 
| tended with the higheſt advantage and moſt ſolid 
delight, when it extends the influence of a bright 
example, and confers the exalted pleaſure of do- 
ing good. 


It is Your La t, that amidſt the 
ſplendor of titles, and the gratifications of wealth, 
You are ;not unmindful of the ſolemn charge 
given co the rich, by Him, who made them fo : 
with a princely fortune, You have a liberal 
heart, and an open hand: Your houſe, My 
Lord, gives me ſome idea of thoſe good old 
times, when Hoſpitality welcomed the flranger, 
and Charity never ſuffered the paor man to de- 
part unrelieved from it's gates. Anxious to re- 
compenſe the paſt ſervices of the aged, that 
| A 2 ample 


1 
ample foundation for their maintenance, begun 
by Your Lordſhip's noble anceſtors, You have 
moſt amply compleated; having increaſed the 
number of Your Penſioners, augmented their 


ſtipend, and lately erected a ſtately edifice for 
their reception. 


Your Lordſhip's generous attention to the 
convenience and improvements of - this Town, 
muſt ever call for it's united reſpect and thanks: 
theſe I account myſelf unable to expreſs—but my 
deſire in thus addreſſing Your Lordſhip, is to 
preſent to You the heart-felt acknowledgments 
of my paor pariſhioners, who partaking ſo largely 
of Your Lordſhip's bounty at this neceſſitous 
ſeaſon, will not, I truſt, eat their bread, with- 


out calling down bleſſings on the head of their 
kind benefactor. 


Confiding i in Your Lordſhip 8 experienced con- 
deſcenſion, I venture to commit the following 
haſty diſcourſe to Your notice: it was preached 
in immediate conſequence of Your Lordſhip's 
communicating to me Your extenſive plan' for 
relieving the indigent inhabitants of this place : 
as it aims to concur with ſo compaſſionate. a 
deſign, and is well meant—may I hope Your 
Lordſhip will forgive the defects ? 


That Your Lordſhip may long, long continue 
a faithful ſteward of thoſe talents entruſted to 


You. 


We 


You from the Moſt High; and in the day when 
all worldly grandeur ſhall be eclipſed, and riches 
be of no worth, You may receive unfading 
honours, and be accounted great in the king- 
dom of heaven; is the ſincere wiſh, and earneſt 


prayer of, 
My Lonxo, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Very much obliged, 
, And obedient ſervant, 


THOMAS FORD, 


| MzrtTon-Mowsray, 
December 13, 1782. 
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DEUTERONOMY, xv. Il, | 

Fox THz PooR Hall never ceaſe out of the land: 
-" I command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open 
bine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy Poor, and 


| to thy neatly in thy land. * 


HOUGH Charity be the diftingeithing 
grace of the G pe, enforced therein by 
th moſt cogent arguments, yet very excellent 
things are ſpoken in the Law of Moſes, and in the 
Prophets, and in the Pſalms concerning it. Our 
Lord indeed, and the beloved diſciple after Him, 
calleth it a ne commandment;* but it is only fo 
in this reſpect, that it was confirmed afreſh, by 
the ſpecial inſtance of that ineſtimable love, 
| greater than which the world never had ſeen, or 
could ſee, that a man lay down bis life for bis 
friends : in every other view it is the old com- 
mandment which we have heard from the beginning, 
when mankind were early taught of God to love 
one anther; becauſe He firft loved them, and 
remembered \ them in their low eftate, for his mercy 
endurerb for over. - And indeed, how fhould'it 
be otherwiſe, ſince both Old and New Teftament 
protecd fron the ſame divine wiſdom, the Father 
of 
John xiſi/ 34 . + John xv. 13. f x John ii. 7, 9. 

I Thaf. iv 9: John tv, 19. Palm cxxmvi. 23. 


$3 
"of "lights, with whom. is no variablencſs, neither 
ſhadow of turning; and in both, eternal lifs is 


promiſed, through faith which worketh by love, 
ans the keeping of the commandments of God. I 


When, therefore, we obſerve how ſweetly, i in 
the book of Deuteronomy, the care of labouring 
ſervants is recommended to our conſideration, 
the wants of indigent rangers to our compaſſion, 
and the neceſſities of all diſtreſſed poor to our 
relief, no one who reads but will. ſtrive; to run 
with delight the way of ſo pleaſant a commandment ; 
and prove, by his cheerful obedience, that love 
is the fulfilling of the Law.y Thou fhalt not oppreſs 
an hired ſervant that is poor and needy, whether be 
be of thy brethren, or of thy ſtrangers that are in 
thy land within thy gates: at his day thou ſhalt give 
bim his hire ; neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it, 
for be is poor and fetteth his heart upon it, leſt be cry 
egainft thee unto the Lord, and it be. fin unto tbee.— 
When thou cutteſt down thy harveſt in thy field, and 
baſt forgotten a ſheaf in the field, thou ſhalt not go 
again to fetch it, it ſhall be for the ſtranger, for the 
fatherleſs, and for the widow, that the Lord thy God 
may. bleſs thee in all the work of thy. hands. 1 
there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren, 
within any of thy gates, in thy land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt not harden thine heart, 
: nor 


® James i. 17. Gal. v. 6. 1 cor. vii, 19. 


L 9:] 


nor ſhut thine hand from thy poor brother, but thou 
ſhalt open thine hand wide unto bim, and thou ſhalt 
ſurely lend him ſufficiently for his need in that which 
he wanteth, Beware that there be not a thought in 
thy wicked heart, ſaying, the ſeventh year, the year 
' of releaſe is at hand; and thine eye be evil againſt thy 
poor brother, and thou giveſt him nought, and be cry 
unto the Lord againſt thee, and it be fin unto thee. 
Thou fbalt ſurely give him, and thine heart ſhall not 
be grieved when thou giveſt unto bim, becduſe for this 
thing ' the Lord thy God ſhall leſs thee in all thy 
works, and in all that thou putteſt thine band unto. 
For the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land; there- 
fore I command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open thine 
hand wide to thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy 
needy in thy land. 


In enlarging upon the ate, 1 ſhall, 


I. Offer ſome reaſons, why the poor 2 never 
. ceaſe out of the land. 


II. Point out what tempers and conduf? we 
ſhould exerciſe towards them, 


III. Urge ſome motives to excite us, in obe- 
dience to the command of God, to open wide our 
hand to our brother, to our poor, and to our needy 
in our land. —And may He, the Holy Ghoſt, by 
whoſe divine fellowſhip all the comforts of time 
and eternity, the grace of the Lord Feſus Chrift, 
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and the love of the Father* are communicated to 
us, and whoſe firſt fruit in the regenerated ſoul is 
loveF to God, and love to man for God's ſake, pour 
into our hearts this moſt excellent gift of Charity, 
the bond of peace, and of all virtue. 


I. In anſwer to the queſtion, why the poor ſhall 
never ceaſe out of the land, we may uſe the words 


of our Lord, ſpoken upan another occaſion; ever 


fo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. T He 


who created the world, hath conſtituted divers 
orders and diſtinctions to ſubſiſt among thoſe that 


.dwell therein, ariſing from their various endow- 


ments either of body or mind. Thus, the rich 
and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, the 


ſtrong and the weak meet together, and the Lord is 


the maker of them all, \ each having his proper gift, 
one after this manner, and another after that, as it 


ſeemeth beſt to His godly «wiſdom. Hath not the 


potter power over the clay, to make of the ſame lump 
one veſſel to honour and another to diſþonour ;|| and 
hath nor the creator the ſame, who made us, and 
not coe ourſelves; ¶ may He give us underſtanding to 
acknowledge this His abſolute ſovereignty over 
, and our dependance upon Him: ſo ſhall we 
never diſpute His authority, reſiſt His will, ſet 
aſide His laws, or ſay unto Him in a paſſionate 
or repining temper, Vi haſt Thou made me thus ; |. 

| but 


* 2 Car. xiii. 14. + Gal. v. 22. f Matt. xi. 26. 
8 Prov. XXil, 2. l Ram, ix. 21. q Pal. C. 1 
| + Rom. ix. 20. 


AS - 


but always abiding contented in that ſtation 
wherein we are placed, knowing that we are 


placed there by One, who hath need of us to g.orify 
Him in it: in @ great houſe, faith the Apoſtle, 
there are not only veſſels of gold and filver, but alſo 
of wood and of earth, and ſome to honour and ſome 
to diſhonour:* let us, therefore, who are God's 
workmanſhip, pray, that each in our place, and 
according to our capacity, may become ſanctiſed 
and meet for the maker's uſe, and prepared unto 
every good work, 


2. God hath 8 chat poverty, rrouble, 
forrow, need, ſickneſs, and every other adverſity 
ſhall be our conſtant attendants here upon earth, 
that we never forget the cauſe of all, which is Sin. 
Man, being à tran/greſſor from the womb, is or- 
dained to be a ſufferer till death: he is born to 
trouble as the Sparks fiy upward ;f every page of 
his exiſtence, like that of Ezekie/'s roll, being 
written within and without, lamentation, and mourn- 
ing, and woe: which dire neceſſity nothing can 
alleviate or remove, but a comfortable applica- 
tion of the redemption which is in Jeſus, the ſecond 
Adam, the Lord from heaven. \ Therefore, it is 
that the whole creation graaneth and travaileth 
together until now; and that the one fruitful land 
of the whole earth hath God made barren for the 

B32 wictedugſ⸗ 


* Tim. ii. 20. ＋ Job v. 7. t Exzek. ii. 10. 
§ x Cor, xv. 47. || Rom, viii. 22, 
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wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. Every day 
that man goeth forth unto his work and labour until 
the evening, r he may ſee what fin hath done, and 
be humbled for it—then, inſtead of murmuring at 
his lot, he will wonder it is ſo much better than 
he deſerves, and be thankful that he hath any 
other food than the bread of tears to eat, and 
plenteouſneſs of tears to drink. F Would we then 
remove the evils of poverty, recourſe muſt be had 
to the remedy provided for Sin, in the merits and 
mercies of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who' though He 
was rich, yet for our ſake became poor, that we 


; through His poverty, might be rich indeed. & Through 


Him we obtain forgiveneſs of fins, whereby our 
forrows are turned into joy—peace, which the world 
cannot give or take from us; and that godlineſs, 
which, with contentment, is great gain; || making 
every affiiftion in our way to heaven appear light, 
and but of a moment's continuance, when we know 
it worketh out for us a far more exceeding and 


eternal weight of glory. 


3. God, who alone can bring good out of evil, 
hath graciouſly made poverty to be neceſſary to the 
ſupport and advantage of His people upon earth. 
If the poor were to ceaſe out of the land, ſo muſt 
labour and induſtry too; the beaſts of the feld 
would multiply againſt us, I thorns and thiſtles over- 

| | run 


„pal. evii. 34. f Pfal. civ. 3. f Pfal. Ixxx. 5. 
& 2 Cor. viii. 9. | x Tim. vi. 6. q 2 Cor. iv. 27. 
+ Exod. xxili. 29. 


[- 2-0 


run the creation, and there would not be a man ta 
till the ground;* the promiſe indeed, is ſure—while 
the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and harveſt, and 
fummer and winter fhall not ceaſe ;F but then, the 
precept is as authoritative—lIt a man will not work, 
neither ſhall be eat. } Thus, poverty leads to in- 
duſtry, induſtry to plenty, procuring and preſerving 
health, which giveth a reliſh to every enjoyment 
below the ſun: the fleep alſo of a labouring man is 

feveet;Y and ſuch a one who thus eateth of the 
labour of his hands, and hath alſo to give to a 
poorer than himſelf (than which perhaps there 
is not a more lovely ſight under heaven) we may 
pronounce as happy as this world can make him. 
« He is not to be idle, but to labour that he may 
« oat; he is not to be niggardly, but to eat when 
ce he has laboured; he is neither to be unjuft,, by 
« living upon the /abours, nor enſlaved, by de- 
ce pending upon the bounty of others; but to eat 
ce of his on labours : and he whoſe labqurs pro- 
ce cure him a ſuſtenance hath enough to be 3leſſed 
« and happy.” | So, then, neither is the poor with- 

out 


* Gen. ii. 5. + Gen. viii. 22. } 2 Thefl. iii. 10. 
$ Ecclel. v. 12. Pſal. cxxviii. r, 2. 


See Dr. Hoxxx on the place: whoſe learned and evangelical 
commentary I moſt eagerly ſeize this occaſion of recommending 
to all thoſe who make the Pſalms of David their ſongs in the 
houſe of their pilgrimage, and would extract the richeſt truth 
and ſweeteſt conſolations from that heavenly book. I am in- 
debted to this elegant author for many beautiful hints on the 

ſubject 


1 1 


out the rich, nor the rich without the poor in the 
Lord, the members of the body politic, like thoſe 
of the body natural, not ſub/iſting, but in mutual 
dependance upon each other the eye cannot ſay to 
the hand, I have no need of thee ; neither again the 
bead to the foot, I have no need of thee—-nay more, 
thoſe members of the body, which are feeble, are more 
neceſſary, What is the concluſion of the whole 
matter, but harmony and love? that there ſhould 
be no /chi/m in the body, but that the members ſhould 
have the ſame care one for another, and whether one 


member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it, or one 


member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.“ 


4. In this unequal diſtribution, God hath de- 
ſigned that poverty and riches ſhould work together 


for the good of the ſoul, by improving in us thoſe 


things which accompany ſalvation. For what ſtate 
of life, like that of the poor man, ſo calculated 
to teach one how to pray, to ſuffer, and to be 
humble; to endear the memory of the Holy Feſus, a 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief ;f and 


| ro 
* x Cor. xii. 26. + Iſa. Iii. 3. 


ſubject of Charity, contained in his valuable writings, particularly, 
in a ſermon preached in 1774, before the guardians of the Aſylum 
for female orphans, where the profit and pleaſure of giving in 
preference to receiving, is put in a new and irreſiſtible light: the 
3 ons which I have freely taken, are“ marked,” as ſuch, 

n the following pages; a liberty he -muft pardon, when it is con- 
ktered that he never appears in the pulpit, or from the preſs, 
but every one that hears or reads, immediately ſeeks for an op- 


bortunity to quote him. 


B'S 


to endue the ſoul with that patience and meekneſs, 
which in the ſight of God is of great price, ac- 
cording as it is written, Bleſſed are the. poor in 
ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven:* or 
what greater happineſs can riches confer upon 
their envied poſſeſſors, than giving them daily 
occaſions of gratitude to Him, who hath thus 
made them to differ from their brethren, F and ho- 
noured them to be His merciful ſtewards in diſ- 
tributing this Charity throughout the land: bleſſed 
themſelves whilſt bleſſing, others, and looking to 
receive their reward at His appearing, who hath 
left every poor man in the hands of the rich, and 
faith, take care of him, and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt 
more, when I come again, I will repay thee: F and 
He will be as good as His word. In zhis life 
only, Charity is the neareſt and ſureſt road to 
wealth, if men would make but trial: for he 
that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; & 
putting his money to the b2/t intereſt, even to thoſe 
exchangers, who will not fail to return him bis 
own with uſury. | Thus much may ſuffice, why 
the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land, - becauſe 
it is the unalterable determination of heaven, re- 
minding man of the curſe entailed upon init 
exciteth to labour and to mutual offices of aſſiſtance 
and good will in /ocie/y—it calleth for ſuch tem- 
pers in the poor, and * ſuch diſpoſitions 

among 


Matt. v. z. + x Cor. iv. 7. t Luke x. 35. 
$ Prov. xix. 17. Matt. xxv. 27. 
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among the rich, as cauſe in both thankſgiving to 
God. I proceed, 


II. To point out what tempers and conduct we 
ſhould exerciſe towards our brother, our poor, and 
our needy in the land. Let us, firſt, obſerve, we 
are by no means to overlook or deſpiſe them. It 
is our duty to render honour to whom honour is 
due,—it is equally ſo to be courteous unto all men, “ 
and to condeſcend to thoſe of low eſtate: F for, if 
there come into our aſſembly a man with a gold ring, 
in goodly apparel, and there come in alſo a poor man 
in vile raiment, and we have reſpe unto him that 
weareth the gay cloathing, and ſay unto him, fit thou 
here in a good place; and ſay unto the poor, fand 
thou there, or fit here, under my foot-ftool; are we 
not then partial in ourſelves, and become judges of evil 
thoughts - do we not act contrary to the judg- 
ment of God, who, when He became incarnate, 
paſſed by the families of the great and mighty, and 
did not abhor the 0o4/curity of Nazareth, or the 
diſgrace of the carpenter's ſon. Who art thou, 
then, O vain man, that doeſt deſpiſe, or ſet at 
nought, thy brother, for wwe muſt all appear before 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſty —there will be no re- 
pelt of perſons —humility will be accounted the 
advancement to the honour that cometh of God; 
and the oy diſtinction then paid to che Proud, 

the 


* x Pet. iii, 3. + Rom. xii. 16. t Jam, il. 2, 3, 4+ 
$ Rom. xiv. 10. + 4 


Ln 1 
the imperious, and the oppreſſive, will be, that 
mighty men ſhall be mightily tormentid:* the laſt | 
ſhall be firſt, and the firſt lat. Happy for us, if 
at that Tolema audit, the poor ſhall become our 
friends, and, when all others fail, receive us into 
everlaſting babitations: I but woe! if the aſſembled 
multitude of thoſe we have i1/ulted or neglefted, 
ſhall lift up their voices to cry, our ſoul was filled 
with the reproof of the wealthy, nd with the deſ- 
pitefulngs of the p.; 
Much leſs are we to oppre ofs the . This is 
done many ways — when we ate advantage of their 
diſtreſſes to our own gain - enrich ourſelves at a 
ſmall expence through their labours impaſe upon 
them in the way of Bing and ſelling—difraud 
them of their hire, or delay to give it them when 
due ; z all which cruel acts of extortion,. robbery and 
wrong, though practiſed without a.b/u{6; by thoſe, 
wha are in haſte to Je rich,|| yet are branded in 
the Scriptures with the blackeft mark of infamy and 
ſin; conſequently they are perſiſted in, at the 
peril of God's wrath and the danger of bell-fire. 
Woe unto bim, that buildeth bis -bouſe by unrighteouſ- 
neſs, and his chambers by wrong ; that uſeth bis 
neighbour's ſervice without wages, and giveth bin 
not for bis work. — Hear this, O ye that fewallow 
up the needy, even to male the e of the land to 
C fail, 


2 Wikd. vi. 6. R Matt. xx. 16. f Luke xvi. 9. 
& Pfal, cxxili. 4. Prov. xxviii. 20, J Jer, xxii. 13. 
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fail, ſaying, when will the new-mpon be gone, that 
we may ſell corn; and the ſabbath, that we may ſet 
forth wheat, making the ephah ſmall, and the ſhekel 
great, and fa{ſifying the balances by deceit—that we 
may buy the poor for filver, and the needy for a pair 
of ſhoes ; yea, and ſell all the refuſe of the wheat ?— 
this was their baſe and thriving ſcheme—but how 
heavy falls the judgment on their heads! The Lord 
bath feworn by the excellency of Jacob ſurely I will 
never forget any of their works,.*— Very pertinent 


is the admonition of our Lord. Take heed and 


beware f Coveteouſneſs! F a vice, which, though it 
put on the ſemblance of virtue, and would paſs 
under colour of æconomy, induſtry, and a laudable 
care for a man's houſhold, (which if he provide not 
for, be bath denied the faith, and is worſe than an 
infidel)Þ yet is the root of all evil, and the parent 
of all ' contradition—not enjoying what it gets, 
ſwelling the principal to no purpoſe, and leſſening 
the »/e of money to all purpoſes for which God 
ſent it; anſwering no end, but the abſurd one that 
a man may be called rich while he lives, and 
counted miſerable when he dies. The great 
« buſineſs of Providence is to be continually iſſu- 
te ing out freſh ſupplies of the divine bounty to 
te the creature, that lives and ſubſiſts like a lamp 
« fed by continual infuſions from the ſame hand 
« which firſt /ights, and ſets it up. So that 

| c coveteouſneſs, 


Amos viii. 4. + Luke xii. 15. t 2 Tim. v. 8. 
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* coveteouſneſs, is nothing ſo much as a grand 
tc contradiction to Providence, while it terminates 
« wholly within itſelf: the coveteous perſon 
te lives, as if the world were made altogether for 
c him, and not he for the world, to take in every 
e thing and to part with nothing. The cries of 
* the Poor never enter into his cars; or if they 
te do, he has always one ear readier to let them 
« cut, than the other to take them in: in a 
* word, by his rapines and extortions, he is 
* always for making as many poor as he can, 
*«« and for relieving none; ſo that it is a queſtion 
« whether his heart be harder or his fiſt cloſer: 
« he is a peft and a monſter, greedier than the 
« ſea, and barrener than the ſhore: a ſcandal to 
« religion, and an exemption from common hy- 
% manity, and upon no other account fit to live 
te in this world, but to be made an example of 
« God's juſtice in the next.” South's ſermons. 
Vol. iv. 44¹— | 


And as we are not to deſpiſe or oppre/s, ſurely 
we ought not to xeg/e# them: the poor we have 
always with us, for this purpoſe, that, whenever 
we will, we may do them good: he mult ſhut his 
eyes, who will not ſee them, and he that ſeeing 
them, paſſeth by on the other fide, or cometh to the 
place where they are, and only lootetb on them, 7 
when it is in the power of his hand to relieve 

C 2 | them, 
Mark xiv. 7. + Tuke x. 3% 
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them, muſt expect one day to cry himſelf, and not 

be heard. 1 For who: bewailed the fate of that 
proud voluptaary, who could. have rejoiced the 
heart of Lazarus, at ſo cheap a rate as the crumbs 
_ which fell from bis table—but neglecting to do it, 
in hell lifted up bis eyes, being in torments,* and in 
a flame kindled by his own uncharitableneſs : and, 
it is eafier for a camel to go through the eye of 4 
needle,. than. for any rich man, of the ſame un- 
pitying diſpoſition, to enter into the kingdom of 
 heaven:+ for whoſo bath this world's goods, and 
ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhutteth up bis 
bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the 
Jove of God in him? Now, if this be true, what 
will become of ſo many in our days, who waſte 
. their ſubſtance in riotous living, ſpend more on 
their horſes and dogs, than would feed and clothe 
a whole neighbourhood; and whoſe attention to 
their beaſts far exceed their mercies to the poor 


But ſo expreſs as the command is, to open wide 
our hand to. our poor sand needy, we ſhould con- 
ſider by what ways we may beſt relieve them 
certainly by providing for their neceſſities, and ad- 
miniſtring to their comforts. The neceſſities of the 
Poor, at all times, cry aloud for redreſs, but 
eſpecially in ſeaſons fo very diſtreſſing as the 
preſent, when thouſands and tens of thouſands 

of 


1 ver, xxi. 13. * Luke xvi. 24, . + Matt. xix, 24. 
§ 1 John ui. 17, 


{ 27 ] 


of our fellow- creatures are likely to become 
bungry. and thirſty, cold and naked, left to wander 
up and down the land, deſtitute, afflited, tor- 
mented; unleſs. ſome proviſion: be wiſely made 
to prevent it. Tis not enough to ſay, depart in 
peace, be ye warmed and clothed — but we muſt give 
them ſuch things as they need,F whenever, whereſo- ' 
ever, and hotaſasver we can ng time is to be loſt, 
leſt, through our indolence, a weak brother periſh, 
for whom Cbriſt died. } Every one's private know- 
ledge will furniſh him with variety of objects on 
whom he may befow his goods, by thus imitating 
the example of Him who went about doing good, { 
he will have the additional ſatisfaction of fami- 
liarizing the perſons of the Poor, to his com- 

| paſſion and love, Who are the viſible images and 
repreſentatives of our dear Lord, left behind Him, 
to receive at our hands, what we would wiſh to 
have done had we ſeen Him in want upon earth. 
Here we ſhall trace the features of Poverty in the 
wretched eſtate of induſtrious houſekeepers, who 
labour hard to maintain large families, decayed 
tradeſmen, aged widows, unfortunate debtors, and 
thoſe deſetving but retired perſons who once ſaw 
better days, and have nothing left them but 
miſery and modeſiy they cannot dig, and ta beg 
they are aſhamed:\| ſuch will the compaſſionate 
heart /eck out, and without adding freſh perplexity 

, ed 


2 Heb. un 37. +. Jam. ii. 26. 1 cor. viii. 11. 
$ Acts x. 38, Luke xvi. 3. 
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to their diſtreſs, give liberally and upbraid them 
not. In theſe caſes our alms ſhould not be gone 
io be ſeen of men; nor, our left hand know what our 
right bana f dath: but when the wants of the Poor 
are general and clamerous; when the Aimighty in 
judgment, threatens a famihe and deftroys the 


' proviſion of bread; all faces gather blackneſs; no- 


thing is /een but leading into captivity; nothing is 
heard but the voice of complaining in our ftreets : 
then Public Charity calls upon every one, freely 
as he hath received, freely to give; & to let his light 
ſhine before men, ¶ that they may be provoked to 
a godly emulation in this matter; the poor may eat 
and be ſatisfied, | and, by their prayers to God, in 
behalf of their benefactors, © have it in their 
© power to contribute more to your happineſs, 
tc than it is poſſible for you to contribute to 
te their's.” Away with all mean, ſordid objections, 
which Satan puts into the heart and mouths of the 
fearful, unbelieving, coveteous, unmerciful, and 
profane, when they pray to be excuſed—ſuch as, 


— the poor are burdenſome, he that complains 
of this, reflects upon God who cauſed them to be 
ſo; yet hath put it in our power to remedy. the 
evil: to enable us to undo their heavy burdens.** 
He hath made our's /igh:—hath given us, to give 
* a . tt 
fam. i. 5. + Matt. vi. 3. 1 Joel ii, 6. | 


| Plat. cxliv. 14. Matt. x. 3. J Matt. v. 16. 
my Pſal. XX11, 26. 2 Iſa. Iviii. 6, 


(I 


to them; and implanted in our boſom ſuch fine 


and ſympathetic feelings of humanity, which even 


the moſt hardened are at ſome pains to ſuppreſs— 


| they are idle—ſome may be, but not all—and 
the {helpleſs families of thoſe who are, muſt not 
be left to farve: beſides, if work is ſcarce for 
thoſe who lately could earn their bread with tbe 
feveat of their brow, ſurely they have a claim 
upon many of us, who get our money without 
any labour at all: the poor are the bees of the 
commmonwealth, who, during ſunſhine, gather 
honey for the rich; when, therefore, wintry blaſts 
ſhut them in, and diſappoint them of their daily 
taſks, let us ſuffer them to zafte at leaſt of thoſe 
fſeeets they have ſo plentifully laid up in ſtore 
for us | 183 


but, they are ungrateful—ſo are we, always to 
God, and often to our brother : yet our heavenly 
Father knoweth that we ſtill bave need,* and feedeth 
15 a ſenſe of ſuch unmerited goodneſs ſhould 
cauſe us mot 10 be weary in well-doing, for in due 
time we ſhall reap if ue faint not ;f which en- 
couragement, given by the Apoſtle, were entirely 
needleſs, if we did not ſometimes meet with things 
and perſons, who by their conduct would almoſt 
provoke us to relieve them no more. Ingratitude 


* may diminiſh the value of our bounty to the 
te receiver, 


@ Matt. vi. 8s. + Gal. vi. 9. 
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ec receiver, but cannot to the giver, who hath 
* done his beſt, and his work is with his God, 
c ho cauſes the ſun to ariſe, and the rain to 
* deſcend on the fields of thoſe that acknowledge 
« Him nt. Chriſtians! if ye do good to them 
only which do good to you, what thank baue you? 
for finners alſo do even. the fame: and if ye lend to 


them of whom ye hepe to receive, what thank have 
ve? for ſinners lend to, ſinners to receive as much 


again: but. love ye your enemies, and do good, and 
lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward 
ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the. children of the 
Higheſt, for be is kind to the unthaakful and to the 
evil.“ By the Poor, for whom I am this day an 


unworthy adyocate, I do not only mean, ſuch in 


this pariſh, as have been born, or bred up in it, 
and the lars of the land compel us to provide for, 
but ſuch as have not; commonly called the cer- 
tificate-poor, rangers and foreigners, inhabitants 
among us, whom the Mord of God, and the 
dictates of humanity, forbid us to exclude : Let 
none wiſh to contract the channel, or leſſen the 
current of public liberality, which ſhould run 
down our Arecis like a might} ftream, or ſeet fot 
excuſes either to 'give nothing, or what is next as 
bad, a paltry pittance, grudgingly or of neceſſity, 
1 God loveth a chearful giver. F ' The 
| ® Luke vi. 31—38. + 2 Cor. ix. 7. | 


8 Beweridge \ in his celebrated ſermon concerning reſtitution, 
* hath the following very pertinent remark upon the ſaying of 
« our 
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The quality of mercy is not rain d. 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heav n; 


Upon the place beneath; it is twice bleſs'd ; 
Ic bleſſeth him that gives, and him that rakes, 


Let none aſk, with churliſ Nabel, ſhall I tate 
my bread and my water, and my fleſh that I have 
killed, and give it unto men whom 1 know not whence 
they be:* but remember rather, what is written 
| in the Law a ſtranger ſojourn with thee in your | 

| land, ye ſhall not vex him; but the ftranger that | 
dwelleth with you, fhall bs unte you as one born 


 — +» rr 


among you, and thou ſhalt love the ſtranger as thy- 
felf,, for ye were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt —1 
am the Lord your Cod: Doth any one yet ſcru- 
pulouſly enquire, And who is my neighbour? let 0 
him read the ſtory of the wounded traveller re- j 
lieved by a Samaritan, (whom, bebold from thence- 4 
forth, all generations have called good) who was i 
| not only of another pariſh, but another nation, and j 
another religion—then go and do likewiſe. | But I j 
am perſuaded better . Y You, and things which j 
D accompany j 
« our Lord, Luke xi. 41, Give alms as ye are able, and behold 


4 all things are clean to you : for ſo the Greek words x 7a sworra | 
* Ne h urn properly ſignify, as might eaſily be ſhewn. And q 
* therefore as I hope ye all make a conſcience of giving ſome- 4 
« thing to the Poor, out of that which God hath given to you 

1 for that purpoſe ; ſo I defire that you would always obſerve { 
1c this rule in the doing it, even to proportion your Charity to 7 
« your eftate, leſt otherwiſe God juſtly proportion your eftates to 
« your Charity; and if ye do not give as much as ye are able, 

% make you able to give ng #ore than ye do,” Vol. v. 406. 


* 1 Sam. xxv. 11, 1 Levit. XZix. 33, 34. 1 Luke x. 37. 
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accompany falvation, thouph I thus ſpeak: I know 
the forwaraneſs of your mind] on theſe occaſions ; 
how ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate! C 
and I truſt, to my lateſt experience of you, I 
ſhall always have to bear record and to boaſt, that 
throughout his place, in every acceptation of the 
word, CHARITY NEVER FAILETH.* Suffer, 
however, the word of exhortation, whilſt, 


III. I proceed to urge a few motives to ſtir you 
up to a liberal contribution for your poor brethren | 


at this neceſſitous ſeaſon. 


1. Doth not nature itſelf teach us this—=are not 
the Poor created by the ſame God and Father of us 
all; I bone of our bone and fleſh of our fleſh? Where- 
fore is a man bound to love his neighbour as him- 

ſelf, but that he views himſelf in him; the ſame 
wants and cares, hopes and fears, joys and comforts, 
being in all alike, all are exhorted 7o be of one 
mind, having compaſſion one of another, and to love 
as BRETHREN. 1 Such the poor and needy are ſtiled 
in the zext, and in the language of the prophet 
Jaiab, he that doth not deal bis bread to the hungry, 
or clothe the naked, is ſaid to hide himſelf from his 

own fleſh; | Pride, therefore, was not made for 
man,** 

2. The rule of Equity and law of Juſtice enact 

© compaſſion 
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5 Heb. vi. 9. 2 Cor. ix. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 18, 
* x Cor. xiii. 8s. + Epheſ. iv. 6. 1 Pet. iii. 8. 
+ Ia, lviii. 7. Ecclus. x. 16. 
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compaſſion and relief to the poor; for what do 
we, but that which we expect ſhall in like cir- 
cumſtances be done unto as; and in ſo doing, 
our Lord ſays, we ſhall never be diſappointed. 
Give, and it ſhall be given unto you, good meaſure 
preſſed down," ſhaken together, and running over, 
fall men give unto your boſom.* Though rich 
and affluent. now, we- may by a change of -Pro- 
vidences, be reduced to beg aur bread, and ſeek 
it out of deſolate places; F though healthy and 
ſtrong at preſent, we cannot expect to continue ſa 
long; and when we ſhall come to lie fick upon our 
bed, our pride be pretty well humbled, and our 
prejudices removed, the tender care and watching 
of the poor may abundantly repay us for all the 
kindneſſes we ſhall: have ſhewn them unto that 
time, But, 


3. This is the will of God in cant Jeſus concern- 
ing you. I I command thee, ſaith God; a contempt 
or defiance of His authority in this inſtance, is as 
much / as any other tranſgreſſion, and will be 
ſo puniſhed in that day, when be ſhall have jude- 
ment without mercy,' who-hath ſhewed no mercy, and 
mercy rejoiceth againſt judgment. 9 Charity may be 
called the royal. law of Chriſt, | becauſe it is the 
chief cominand illuſtrated both by His own' pre- 
a_ * pPructice, who ſo loved the world that He 

5" gave 


* Luke vi. 38. + Pfal. cix. 10. Þ x Theſ. v. 11. 
9 Jam. ü. 3. ] Jam. ii. 8. 
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gave Himſelf for it :* and the lato of liberty Fu 
becauſe there is no bondage in the taſk, no fear 
in love: Þ © the pleaſure of it exquiſite and un- 
e alloyed, attended and followed by no ſatiety 
sand diſguſt, no trouble, no bitterneſs, no re- 


c morſe, no repentance, — — it. _ is 0 and it's 
burden ts ligbt. 5 


4. The Example of the Holy 17 is the brighteſt 


comment on the virtue propoſed to our imitation. 


For what was His Life from the cradle to the croſs? 
it was one continued aft of Charity to the bodies 


and fouls of men: twice it is recorded of Him, 
that He wrought a miracle to feed thoſe who had 
nothing to eat; and when he faid to the traitor 
Judas, what thou doefl, do quickly, the reſt of the 
diſciples immediately concluded nothing elſe was 
meant, but that ſomething ſhould be bought for their 
own neceſſities, or given to the poor C—the one be- 
ing as daily attended unto, as the other, © My 
& brethren, conſider the apoſtle and high prieft of our 
« profeſton. Chriſt Jeſus. 4 He gave Himſelf for 
* us: He came down from heaven to give life 
« to the world, from which, he received only 
« perſecution, ſorrow, pain, and death. Vet the 
cc delight afforded Him by His employment was 
« an over-balance for all His ſufferings—it was 
« His refreſhment and His ſupport through the 

: * courſe 

John iii. 26.— Tit. ii. 14. + Jam. i. 25. 1 1 John iv. 18. 


$ Mart. xi. 30. Matt. xiv. 19. — Xv. 36. 
E John xiii. 29. + Heb. iii. 1. 
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& courſe of his pilgrimage : My meat, ſaith He, 
« is to do my Father's will, and to finiſh his work.” 
« He went about doing good: His life was ever 
te active and ever uſeful; living, He preached 
cc wherever He came, the doctrine of falvation ; 
cc dying, He bore His laſt teſtimony to it's truth: 
cc for the ſuffering of death, crowned with . honour, 
ce inveſted with all power, and ſeated at the right 
cc hand of the throne of the Majeſty in the beavens; | 
« like His bright repreſentative in the firma- 
cc ment, He diffuſes light and life unto the ends 
ce of the earth; He reigns and ſhines for the 
e benefit of the world, and in ſo doing He is 
it pronounced and proclaimed by every creature, 
i God, over all, Bleſſed for ever. Amen. | 


8 The proof of our faith in Jeſus is beſt 
evinced by our labour of love, which love ye have 
ſhewed for His name ſake, whoa have miiſtred unto 
the poor, and the ſaints, and yet do miniſter: by 
this all all men know that we are His diſciples, and 
love Him, not only in word and in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth.\| St. John hath written a whole 
epiſtle on the ſubject, we have only to read it, to 
feel the force of it, reduced to this ſhort com- 
paſs: Beloved, if Cod ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
love one another. And this commandment bave we 
from Him, that he who loveth God, love his brother 


alſo. — And, : 
6. In 


John iv. 34. 7 Heb. viii. 1. 1 Rom. ix. 5. 5 Heb. vi. 10. 
John xiii, 35.—1 John iii. 38, J John iv. 17, 21. 


1 

6. In keeping it, there is great reward, F ® the 
* properties of which will deſerve your notice. 
ce t is immediate; the buſbandman in this caſe 
ee cgaits not as in others, a long ſeaſon for his 
« harveſt; in ſowing, he reaps: nay, the very 
ce defire of doing 580d. the very firſt thought of 
* that kind, which ſprings up in the ſoul, brings 
cc with it it's own abundant reward. It produces 
te a pleaſure unknown to thoſe who erect their 
© happineſs on the miſery of others, or wha 
te make the happineſs of others a ſource of miſery * 
ee to themſelves. 


f js ſecure—it may be called one's own; a 
ce Aranger intermeddleth not with it, I to diſturb 
« it, the zhief cannot break through and r it 


cc away. 5 
« It is durable meer earthly Felicity of every 
e kind, even the moſt innocent, like other ter- 


« reftrial productions, involves in itſelf the ſeeds 
© of it's own diſſolution. There is a /eaven in the 

« Jump] that will ſour and corrupt it, there is a f 
« worm in the gourd already at work to corrode 

« And conſume it. But the happineſs now recom- 

©« mended to you never waſtes nor diminiſhes 

« jt increaſes in the enjoyment ; it renders other 
ec pleaſures needleſs, and ſupplies their place, 

« growing every day more and more ſatisfactory 


« and delighful: but moſt of all will it be found 


« ſo 
bt 
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cc ſo in that day (not far from every one of us) 
« when a ſolemn leave muſt be taken of the 
« world and it's moſt celebrated pleatures ; when 
cc all we have received muſt be parted with, and 
ce that alone will remain with us, which we have 
ce given away.” 

And though moſt true it is, that the Ams we 
give away will avail nething to dur juſtification be- 
fore God, when ſubſtituted in the room of that 
one full, perfect, ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation and ſa- 
tisfa#ion of His dear Son;—and if a man give all 
his goods to feed the poor in a ſelf-righteous ſpirit, 
it will profit him zothing *—yet when wrought in 
thankfulneſs of the redeemer's love, they will 
come up as a memorial before God, f that our faith 
was not vain; they will follow us to the reſurrec- 
tion, when he that hath given but a cup of. cold 
water to a periſhing brother, in the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and by the Spirit of our God, | 
Hall in no wiſe loſe his reward. 9 For lo! an 
« awful filence, and all the attention of heaven 
« engaged; whilſt from the throne of judgment 
e proceed theſe gracious words addreſſed to the 
& merciful.” I was an hungred, and ye gave Me 
meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave Me drink ; I was a 
ſtranger, and ye took Me in; naked, and ye clothed 
Me; I was fick, and ye viſited Me; I was in priſon, 
aud ye came unto Me.—/erily, T ſay unto you, in as 

4 much 


* 1 Cor. xii. 3 s +. Acts x. 4. "Y Cor. vi. 11. 
$ Mark ix. 41. 
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much as ye dave done it unto: one of © bs leaſt of 0 
my brathren, ye have duns in unto Me.. 

I am emboldened to fofteft bur ready contribu- 
#ons for the relief of dur Poor,” from a conſidera- 


tion of the alarming. ſcarcity of every neceſſary 


article of life the expected /everity of the winter 


the compaſſionate attention which is now ſhewn to 


the diſtreſſed in many parts of the tingdom, and in 
our own Cauuty-Lotun, — and particularly, from the 
enicouragement I have in the patronage of that Noble 


Friend of the poor in our neighbourhood,” whole 


liberality to us at all times, and his generous dong+ 


tion on the preſent. accaſion, will, I truſt, diffuſe 
among us both a ſpirit of gratitude and imitation. 
Put on then, as the elect of Gad, ' boly and beloved, 
_ bowels of meroies; kindneſs, bumblenefs of mind; 4 al- 


ways remembring the wards of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
(and ſweet words they are) ' how He Jaid, It ix 


"7 


ore bleſſed to give than to receib Tf 


If therefore; there be any conſolation in Chriſt; if 
am comfort of love, if any fellowſhip' of the Spirit, if 


eny:bowels and mercies; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
lie- minded, having the fame love, being of one accord, 


of one mind: 'Jook not every man on bis own things, 
but every man on the. things of others: tet this: mind 
be in you which. was alſo im Chrift. Fefus : h—/0' ſhall. 


the bleſſmg of bim that is ready to periſh come uponiyous 
und you will cauſe the wijdoxy's heart to fing for joy 


0 *. xxv. 36-40. $111.43 } Acts xx. 35. 
9 Ppik ü. . le er ty # 


THE. END. 


